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information and other information the 
Federal awarding agency or pass- 
through entity designates as sensitive 
or the non-Federal entity considers 
sensitive consistent with applicable 
Federal, state and local laws regarding 
privacy and obligations of confiden-
tiality. 

§ 200.304 Bonds. 
The Federal awarding agency may in-

clude a provision on bonding, insur-
ance, or both in the following cir-
cumstances: 

(a) Where the Federal government 
guarantees or insures the repayment of 
money borrowed by the recipient, the 
Federal awarding agency, at its discre-
tion, may require adequate bonding 
and insurance if the bonding and insur-
ance requirements of the non-Federal 
entity are not deemed adequate to pro-
tect the interest of the Federal govern-
ment. 

(b) The Federal awarding agency may 
require adequate fidelity bond coverage 
where the non-Federal entity lacks suf-
ficient coverage to protect the Federal 
government’s interest. 

(c) Where bonds are required in the 
situations described above, the bonds 
must be obtained from companies hold-
ing certificates of authority as accept-
able sureties, as prescribed in 31 CFR 
Part 223, ‘‘Surety Companies Doing 
Business with the United States.’’ 

§ 200.305 Payment. 
(a) For states, payments are gov-

erned by Treasury-State CMIA agree-
ments and default procedures codified 
at 31 CFR Part 205 ‘‘Rules and Proce-
dures for Efficient Federal-State Funds 
Transfers’’ and TFM 4A–2000 Overall 
Disbursing Rules for All Federal Agen-
cies. 

(b) For non-Federal entities other 
than states, payments methods must 
minimize the time elapsing between 
the transfer of funds from the United 
States Treasury or the pass-through 
entity and the disbursement by the 
non-Federal entity whether the pay-
ment is made by electronic funds 
transfer, or issuance or redemption of 
checks, warrants, or payment by other 
means. See also § 200.302 Financial 
management paragraph (f). Except as 
noted elsewhere in this part, Federal 

agencies must require recipients to use 
only OMB-approved standard govern-
mentwide information collection re-
quests to request payment. 

(1) The non-Federal entity must be 
paid in advance, provided it maintains 
or demonstrates the willingness to 
maintain both written procedures that 
minimize the time elapsing between 
the transfer of funds and disbursement 
by the non-Federal entity, and finan-
cial management systems that meet 
the standards for fund control and ac-
countability as established in this part. 
Advance payments to a non-Federal en-
tity must be limited to the minimum 
amounts needed and be timed to be in 
accordance with the actual, immediate 
cash requirements of the non-Federal 
entity in carrying out the purpose of 
the approved program or project. The 
timing and amount of advance pay-
ments must be as close as is adminis-
tratively feasible to the actual dis-
bursements by the non-Federal entity 
for direct program or project costs and 
the proportionate share of any allow-
able indirect costs. The non-Federal 
entity must make timely payment to 
contractors in accordance with the 
contract provisions. 

(2) Whenever possible, advance pay-
ments must be consolidated to cover 
anticipated cash needs for all Federal 
awards made by the Federal awarding 
agency to the recipient. 

(i) Advance payment mechanisms in-
clude, but are not limited to, Treasury 
check and electronic funds transfer and 
should comply with applicable guid-
ance in 31 CFR part 208. 

(ii) Non-Federal entities must be au-
thorized to submit requests for advance 
payments and reimbursements at least 
monthly when electronic fund transfers 
are not used, and as often as they like 
when electronic transfers are used, in 
accordance with the provisions of the 
Electronic Fund Transfer Act (15 
U.S.C. 1601). 

(3) Reimbursement is the preferred 
method when the requirements in para-
graph (b) cannot be met, when the Fed-
eral awarding agency sets a specific 
condition per § 200.207 Specific condi-
tions, or when the non-Federal entity 
requests payment by reimbursement. 
This method may be used on any Fed-
eral award for construction, or if the 
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major portion of the construction 
project is accomplished through pri-
vate market financing or Federal 
loans, and the Federal award con-
stitutes a minor portion of the project. 
When the reimbursement method is 
used, the Federal awarding agency or 
pass-through entity must make pay-
ment within 30 calendar days after re-
ceipt of the billing, unless the Federal 
awarding agency or pass-through enti-
ty reasonably believes the request to 
be improper. 

(4) If the non-Federal entity cannot 
meet the criteria for advance payments 
and the Federal awarding agency or 
pass-through entity has determined 
that reimbursement is not feasible be-
cause the non-Federal entity lacks suf-
ficient working capital, the Federal 
awarding agency or pass-through enti-
ty may provide cash on a working cap-
ital advance basis. Under this proce-
dure, the Federal awarding agency or 
pass-through entity must advance cash 
payments to the non-Federal entity to 
cover its estimated disbursement needs 
for an initial period generally geared 
to the non-Federal entity’s disbursing 
cycle. Thereafter, the Federal award-
ing agency or pass-through entity must 
reimburse the non-Federal entity for 
its actual cash disbursements. Use of 
the working capital advance method of 
payment requires that the pass- 
through entity provide timely advance 
payments to any subrecipients in order 
to meet the subrecipient’s actual cash 
disbursements. The working capital ad-
vance method of payment must not be 
used by the pass-through entity if the 
reason for using this method is the un-
willingness or inability of the pass- 
through entity to provide timely ad-
vance payments to the subrecipient to 
meet the subrecipient’s actual cash dis-
bursements. 

(5) Use of resources before requesting 
cash advance payments. To the extent 
available, the non-Federal entity must 
disburse funds available from program 
income (including repayments to a re-
volving fund), rebates, refunds, con-
tract settlements, audit recoveries, and 
interest earned on such funds before re-
questing additional cash payments. 

(6) Unless otherwise required by Fed-
eral statutes, payments for allowable 
costs by non-Federal entities must not 

be withheld at any time during the pe-
riod of performance unless the condi-
tions of §§ 200.207 Specific conditions, 
Subpart D—Post Federal Award Re-
quirements of this part, 200.338 Rem-
edies for Noncompliance, or the fol-
lowing apply: 

(i) The non-Federal entity has failed 
to comply with the project objectives, 
Federal statutes, regulations, or the 
terms and conditions of the Federal 
award. 

(ii) The non-Federal entity is delin-
quent in a debt to the United States as 
defined in OMB Guidance A–129, ‘‘Poli-
cies for Federal Credit Programs and 
Non-Tax Receivables.’’ Under such con-
ditions, the Federal awarding agency 
or pass-through entity may, upon rea-
sonable notice, inform the non-Federal 
entity that payments must not be 
made for obligations incurred after a 
specified date until the conditions are 
corrected or the indebtedness to the 
Federal government is liquidated. 

(iii) A payment withheld for failure 
to comply with Federal award condi-
tions, but without suspension of the 
Federal award, must be released to the 
non-Federal entity upon subsequent 
compliance. When a Federal award is 
suspended, payment adjustments will 
be made in accordance with § 200.342 Ef-
fects of suspension and termination. 

(iv) A payment must not be made to 
a non-Federal entity for amounts that 
are withheld by the non-Federal entity 
from payment to contractors to assure 
satisfactory completion of work. A 
payment must be made when the non- 
Federal entity actually disburses the 
withheld funds to the contractors or to 
escrow accounts established to assure 
satisfactory completion of work. 

(7) Standards governing the use of 
banks and other institutions as deposi-
tories of advance payments under Fed-
eral awards are as follows. 

(i) The Federal awarding agency and 
pass-through entity must not require 
separate depository accounts for funds 
provided to a non-Federal entity or es-
tablish any eligibility requirements for 
depositories for funds provided to the 
non-Federal entity. However, the non- 
Federal entity must be able to account 
for the receipt, obligation and expendi-
ture of funds. 
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(ii) Advance payments of Federal 
funds must be deposited and main-
tained in insured accounts whenever 
possible. 

(8) The non-Federal entity must 
maintain advance payments of Federal 
awards in interest-bearing accounts, 
unless the following apply. 

(i) The non-Federal entity receives 
less than $120,000 in Federal awards per 
year. 

(ii) The best reasonably available in-
terest-bearing account would not be ex-
pected to earn interest in excess of $500 
per year on Federal cash balances. 

(iii) The depository would require an 
average or minimum balance so high 
that it would not be feasible within the 
expected Federal and non-Federal cash 
resources. 

(iv) A foreign government or banking 
system prohibits or precludes interest 
bearing accounts. 

(9) Interest earned on Federal ad-
vance payments deposited in interest- 
bearing accounts must be remitted an-
nually to the Department of Health 
and Human Services, Payment Man-
agement System, Rockville, MD 20852. 
Interest amounts up to $500 per year 
may be retained by the non-Federal en-
tity for administrative expense. 

§ 200.306 Cost sharing or matching. 
(a) Under Federal research proposals, 

voluntary committed cost sharing is 
not expected. It cannot be used as a 
factor during the merit review of appli-
cations or proposals, but may be con-
sidered if it is both in accordance with 
Federal awarding agency regulations 
and specified in a notice of funding op-
portunity. Criteria for considering vol-
untary committed cost sharing and 
any other program policy factors that 
may be used to determine who may re-
ceive a Federal award must be explic-
itly described in the notice of funding 
opportunity. Furthermore, only man-
datory cost sharing or cost sharing spe-
cifically committed in the project 
budget must be included in the orga-
nized research base for computing the 
indirect (F&A) cost rate or reflected in 
any allocation of indirect costs. See 
also §§ 200.414 Indirect (F&A) costs, 
200.203 Notices of funding opportuni-
ties, and Appendix I to Part 200—Full 
Text of Notice of Funding Opportunity. 

(b) For all Federal awards, any 
shared costs or matching funds and all 
contributions, including cash and third 
party in-kind contributions, must be 
accepted as part of the non-Federal en-
tity’s cost sharing or matching when 
such contributions meet all of the fol-
lowing criteria: 

(1) Are verifiable from the non-Fed-
eral entity’s records; 

(2) Are not included as contributions 
for any other Federal award; 

(3) Are necessary and reasonable for 
accomplishment of project or program 
objectives; 

(4) Are allowable under Subpart E— 
Cost Principles of this part; 

(5) Are not paid by the Federal gov-
ernment under another Federal award, 
except where the Federal statute au-
thorizing a program specifically pro-
vides that Federal funds made avail-
able for such program can be applied to 
matching or cost sharing requirements 
of other Federal programs; 

(6) Are provided for in the approved 
budget when required by the Federal 
awarding agency; and 

(7) Conform to other provisions of 
this part, as applicable. 

(c) Unrecovered indirect costs, in-
cluding indirect costs on cost sharing 
or matching may be included as part of 
cost sharing or matching only with the 
prior approval of the Federal awarding 
agency. Unrecovered indirect cost 
means the difference between the 
amount charged to the Federal award 
and the amount which could have been 
to the Federal award under the non- 
Federal entity’s approved negotiated 
indirect cost rate. 

(d) Values for non-Federal entity 
contributions of services and property 
must be established in accordance with 
§ 200.434 Contributions and donations. If 
a Federal awarding agency authorizes 
the non-Federal entity to donate build-
ings or land for construction/facilities 
acquisition projects or long-term use, 
the value of the donated property for 
cost sharing or matching must be the 
lesser of paragraphs (d)(1) or (2) of this 
section. 

(1) The value of the remaining life of 
the property recorded in the non-Fed-
eral entity’s accounting records at the 
time of donation. 
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